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BELATED BLCOM.

Though late Spring like a miser kepi
Much wealth of bloom,

And hoarded half her treasure« uy
Ir Winter's tomb,.
Yet 'neat h the sway
Of queenly May

Earth seems tha richer for delay.
.spring has grown bountiful at last.

Her penitence was wrought
In raindrops ringed with fragile gold,-.

The tears that April brought;
With reformation sweet,
In vernal grace complete,

She lays her gifts at Summer's feet.
.William H. Hayne, In Cosmopolitan.

THE ENDING OF A FEUD.

HERE are you going,
Lctitiat" demands
Miss Banbridge, se¬

verely, gazing at the
trembling Letitia
over a pair oí good-
rimtned glasses.
"Just out for .1

little walk, auntie.
The elny is so delicious," says Le¬

titia, with her most engaging smile. She
is thinking what an awful thing it will

be if auntie forbids her to go out to-day,
of all days, and Jack waiting for her at

the top of the meadow.
"N'ow, once for all, Lettiia, let this

be understood between us," «ays Miss

Banbridge; "there is to be no inter¬
course between this house and that of the

Court. You may think I am too old to

hear thing«, but there you are wron*,». I

bave heard a good deal lately about

youug Hardinge, who has returned to

the Court after his father's death: heard,
too, with deep regret, Letitia, that you
so far forgot yourself as to dance with
him a foitnight ago at the Mainwarings's
little."
"Hop," suggested Letitia, who is too

frightened b" her aunt's allusion to the

young mastei of the Court to remember

her society manner-;.

"Hop 1 How dare you use such a

word?" cried Miss Banbridge. "Good
eaal The manners of the present

.lay Now, Letitia, hear me. It seems

you did dauce with this objectionable
young man at the Mainwarings' ball.

Perhaps you could not help that. But

knowing, aa you de>, of the feud that
Uted for fifty years between their

boute aud ours, I trust you li3ve too

much re-.¡.ect for me.for your name.

to recognise a Hardinge any where."'
'.But what has he.cr".nervously,

"what have they all done?" asks Le¬
titia, her eyes on the marble pavement
of the hall, her heart at the top of the
meadow.

if ..untie only knew
that she had bcou uiectiu:- Jack every
day for the past lortnight.ever «iuce
that long dance, indeed, when.when.
well, he wouldn't dance with anyone
but 1er. And it is all sue: i nonsense,
too. A rubbishy old story about a right
of way that happened fifty years ago,
and Jack the dearest, dearest fellow I

'I refuse to go into it," says Miss
Banbridge, with dignity. "It suffices
to say that this young man's grandfather
once behaveel in the grossest fashion to

your grandfather.:ny," with a sigh,
"sainted father. If you are going out

I trust that if ycu meet the present own¬

er of the Coure, you will not so much as

acknowledge his presence."
"I «hau't bow to him, auntie," says

Letitia, la a very email voice.
Detestatiou of herself and her duplic¬

ity is still ragiug id her heart when she
meets Jack Hardiug'.iu the old trysting
place. Bhe bad tr-rcainiy proraished her
eilBt not ti» bow to him. Weil, she
lioesa't; she only flings herself into his

arms.glad youug urms,that close fondly
round her.

"Oh, Jack, she'» getting worje than
ever, bhe was simply raging about you
as I came out. I really thought she was

going to forbid me to come at all. She

says you're an objectionable young man !"

"Oh, I say," said Hardinge. "What
have I done to be called names like
that?"

"Nothing, cothing!" cried Letitia,
flinging her arms about ia despairing
protest, "except that your grandfather
once punched my grandfather'« nose."

"Well, I'm awfully sorry," «aid Har¬

dinge, and they both laugb. "Would
it do any good, do you think, if I were

to go down now and apologize for my
exceedingly rude old forbear?"

"I shouldn't advise you to try it," says
Letitia.

"But what arc we to do then?" says
Jack, his arm around her.

They are sitting on the grass, safely
hidden behind a clump of young trees.

The sun is shining madly on their heads;
the birds are singing on every branc'j.
It is May.delightful May, the lover'»
month.and tho hottest May that has
been known for years.

"I don't know," says Letitia, with

deep despondency»
"It's tuch beastly folly," «ays Hardinge

presently, in an impatient tone. "If I
were a fool cr a poor man or a reprobate;
but I am not.an I, now?"
"Oh, no!" cays Letitia. She creeps

closer to him and encircles his waist with
her arm, or, at all events, trie« bravely
to do so. It doesn't go half way round,
but that doeíu't matter. She grasp« a

bit of hi« coat and holds on to him so.

..Do you know what you are, Jack? The
dearest oil boy on earth."

.'aindiou.do rou know what lou

are?" says Hardinge, pressing ncr t-n

to his lips«
"No," s»ys she.
"Well, I can't tell you," says he, '

cause there is nothing on earth £

compare you with. You aro you,
th-.t's all I"
"What a lovely speech! No won

I love you," says Letitia, naively, "bt

collapsing into gloom, "what's the g
of it all? Auntie will never let

marry me.''
"We could marry without her

mission," says he slowly.
"No, we couldn't," «ays Letitia, w

decision. She looks at him carnes

"I wouldn't marry you without her [
mission for anything. We would h

to run away, and that would break

heart. I am all «he has in the woi

and, though she scolels me a good de
I love her. I wouldn't desert 1

Jack."
"You could come back again," s

be.
"Of course, I know that. But tl

she would always feel disappointed in
and hurt and. No, no, I shall ne

do that. She trusts me so."
"Then I don't know what's going

be the end of it," says he.
"We must only wait," says Letit

despondingly. "And now, Jack, *,

had better go. Sho is sure to come

here presently, to see how tbe men

getting on with that fence. You km

what an excellent woman of business s

is. If she caught you here."
"There would be wigs on tho greet

says Jack, laughing. "Well, good by
for awhile. I suppose if I come ba
this evening I shall find you here?"
"Yes.oh, yes! Jack, do take car

the men will see you."
"Not they," says Jack, kissing b

again. "And you.what arc you goic
to do while I am away?"
"Think of you," with a little san

gliiiice at him from under her long lasbe

"By the bye, have you got a match aboi

you:"
"Wnat on earth do you want it for

says he, giving her some wax lights oi

of a little silver box as he speak». "G

iug to have a cigarette;"
"Noasense! I feel as if I wanted t

set fire to some of those dry litt!
linches of grass; lairy tufts we used I

call them long ano. They would bur

beautifully to-day, the sun is so hot."
"Well, don'tset fire to yourself, wbal

ever you do,"' says he, thoughtlessly
Once »gain they kiss, and this tim

really part.
Letitia stands watching him till ho i

out of sight, standing on tiptoe as h

gets over the wall to blow a last kiss ti

him. Theu coming out of the shelter o

her try sting-place, sho walks into thi
old meadow, now beaten down savi

where the tall,rcourse tufts of grass nr

growing. Lighting one' of her matche
she kneels down and sets fire to the tuf
nearest her. It used to be an amuse

ment of hers in her childhood, and sb
is not yet so far removed from thos
days as to have lost all childiih fancies

Sitting down on the aide of a tiny billocl
at a distance she watches the tlancim
flames.so small, so flickering, s~> harm
less.

She leans back against the bank be¬
hind her and crosses her white! arm» be
hind her head. What a d;ay it is!-
most heavenly, sweet.quito a drows;
day. Most lovely that light smoke ii

climbing slowly uphill acd fading awat

among the young beach trees above
And the flames, like fairies dancing.
Perhaps they are fairies avho dwell it
these old, dry tufts. No wonder the-
are dancing.with rage, evidently. The»
stronghold are seized, destroyed by the

tyrant man! No.woman this time.
Ah, ah ! In this case woman has come

to the front, at all events. She has
been reading about the emancipation ol
woman last night, and had laughed over

it. After all, she didn't want to be

emancipated; she only wanted Jack to
love her always.nothing more. Per¬
haps the other queer women only meant
that, too, only they hadn't found their
Ja-ksyct. Pouf! How warm it is!

Gradually her head sinks Lack upon
her arms, her eyelid» droop over the
soft, clear eyes. How delicious it is
here! How cosy! Again the eyes open,
but very lazily this time. Sec how the
little insects run to and fro over hef
white frock, hither and thither, all in
search of the great want.food. A pass¬
ing thought makes her laugh indolently.
She hope» they will not make food of
her. Aud then the the eyelids close
resolutely; she leans back. Sleep has
caught her.

So sound, indeed, is her slumber, that
«he does not know that now the little
black insects arc rushing over her, not in
search of food, but of safety.safety
from the tiny hot flames that are creep¬
ing every moment closer to the thin
white frock. Now they have touched her
foot, and have so far penetrated the thin

slipper a» to make her unplesantly warm,
Out not enough to waken her. She only
turns a little and sighs; but now I
Now she »prings to her feet with an

affrighted scream. Smoke! Smoke
everywhere! And what i« tbia creep¬
ing up the front of her gown? A thread
of fire. It blows upon her face. Sho
recoil« from it, but it follows her. Madly
»he lift» her hand» and tries to beat it
back. The men! The men at the
fence I Where are thejl Ala», the?

have all gone to dinner. Unco ag
frantic cry bursts from her lips.

It is answered. At this moment
dinge reaches her, and flinging oil

coat, he catches her in it. Foldin
around her, Le holds her as if in a

What brought him back (beyond
mercy of God) he n«rer knew, ex

that those last words of his, "Don't
fire to yourself, at all ovents,"
seemed to haunt him after he left
A foolish fear about the words
touched his lover's heart, and compe
him to mount n wall aud look back,
a inomeut he had seeu.

He quenched the flames in a mir

lously short time. Letitia is able
stand up and answer faintly his passi
ate questions as to her safety, when

denly a voice strikes upon them
renders both dumb.

It is the voice of Miss Balnbria
She has been toiling up the hill,
looks almost distraught.
"Oh, sir,"cries she, catchin'Let

in her arms, "I «aw all. I though
should have died. Oh, my girl.
darling child?" (She spends her wh
time in tormenting Letitia, but Let
for all that is the apple of her eye.)
.ir, how can I thank you? Toe gratitt
of my life is yours.tiic preserver of

pretty child." Then the old lady bn

out crying. Half an hour ago she wo
have died rather thad tell Letitia she ..

pretty, but no.v she lays many offem
at her feet. Poor feet. They mij
have been burned. "If you will add
more service to the immeasurable e

you have already done me," says s

softly, "you will help me to get my pi
child back to the house."

"But," begins Hardinge. It see

wrong to him, even at this supreme m

ment, to deceive the old lady.to go it

the house under false pretenseä. If

knew bis name.

A little pressure from the hand
Letitia decides him. How can he ha

scruples when she is so ill.so frig]
ened?

Silently he passes his erra around ho
and with her aunt takes iier back to tl
house. They lay her on a sofa. Mi

Banbridge flings a rug ova her bur
dress.

.'She must rest here a little before g
ing upstairs." says she.

"Miss Banbridge,M says the your
man, now turning with dcterminatit
towards ber, "I.I wish to say".

"Sir, it is what I havo to say," sa;
Miss Banbridge. with ooiotion. "I hav
not half thauked you. Ho.v canil
there is anything I can do.any way
which I cat show my gratitude to you-
pray, namo it. In the moan time, pn
tell me the n.ime of the brave man wh

has delivered rx y niece from the vci

jaws ol death."
"Hardinge,'' says he, shortly.
"What!" Miss Banbridge has falle

back in her chair, staring at him (fit
wild eye«.

"Yos, Hardinge," say» tho young ma

steadily, if sorrowfully. He pause*
"After all," says he, "I can't help ra

name."'
There is a pause; Letitia draws h(

breath sharply. "That is true," sayi
Miss Banbridfic, at last, in a severe un

dertone.
"I can't help having had a grand

father, cither," »ays Hardinge, takin
anothei step.
"No; I suppose not," most reluctantly
"Most fellows have grandfather- !"

"I cannot contradict you, sir."
"Miss Banbridge," says Hardinge

going closer to her, aud gazing at he
with all his heatt in his eyes, "you asket
me just now if there was any way ii
which you could show your gratitude ti
me.about.about this thing. I wan

no gratitude. I would have gladly dice
to save your niece a pang. But.bu

you have given me the opportunity t<
tell you that I want.hert I lovo her
She loves me. Give her to me."

"Letitia!" says Miss Banbridge in a

ttrange voice.
"Oa, yes! It is true," »ay« Letitia,

bursting into tears. "I do love him. I
loved him that night at the Main waring«
.and I have loved him better and bot¬
ter every day since." Here her sobs in¬
creasing, "he used to come to see me in
the meadows, where.where I was nearlj
burned!"
Whether this allusion to the late catas¬

trophe, that might have endoel in a

tragedy, stills Miss Banbridge'« wrath, or

whether her old heart has been softened

by Hardingc's plain acknowledgment of
his love for ber niece, no one can tell.
She turns to Hardinge, with a pale face,
but not wholly unkindly air.
"I must havo time to think," say« she.

She hesitates and thon «ays; "This is

very painful to me, Mr..Hardinge." It
seems certainly painful to her to pro¬
nounce hi» name.the name so lonj»
tabooed in ber household. "I must have
time.time." She grows silent. The
heart« ol the lovers sink. Suddenly sho
looks up again.

.'Perhaps you will do me the houor to
dine with me to-morrow night?" say«
she. Her tone is icy, but the two listen¬

ing to her feel their cause is won. To
aak Mr. Hardinge to dine.to accept
hospitality at her hands! Ola, aure'.y the
old feud is at an end.
A little sound e-cape« front Letitia.
"You are cold,"' tay« Mrts Banbrid.e

nnxtiusly, who had thougnt tne sound a

»hirer.

..A little-,' foj'3 Retina, -v.io, inaeen

is shivering from her lato (ear of wha

her aunt might say.
"I shall fetch anotiior rrg," rried tli<

old lady, running oat of the room.

"An opportunity once lost is never te

be regained," says the ancient copy¬
books. Hardinge and Lititia make nj
their minds not to lose theirs. Hisarmi

are round her in an instant, her cheek is

pressed against his.
"It is all right. She will give in. )

feel as if I loved her,'' says Hardinge.
"Oh! Jack," says Letitia; "wasn't it

a good thing I was nearly burned to

death?"
"Oh! hush, darling.hush. Lettyl I

can't bear to think of this day."
"Well, I can," says she, laughing

feebly. "I shall think of it always. It
has given us to each other forever.".
Philadelphia Times.

Onr Whale Fishery.
Our whale fishery, which thirty-five or

forty year» ago was of such great magni¬
tude, has dwindled down to small pro¬
portions, as compared to the past, and
wherein 1354 we landed 76,696 barrels

sperm oil, 3111,837 barrels wnale oil and

8,446,300 pounds whalebone, our catch
in 1892 footed up only 16,944 barrels
sperm oil, 13,382 barrels whale oil and

^35 pounds whalebone. The price
of these products, as compared with old
times, when these fisheriei were at their
height, shows a large decline in the
value of oils, while whalebone, for which
there has been less chane : to procure a

substitute, has increased in value many
hundredfold. In 1854 the average

price of the year for sperm oil was

I1.4S-" per gallon, with whale oil at .")-¿
cents, while whalebone averages 39¿
cents per pound. The average price for
these products last year was 67«, cents

per gallon for sperm oil, 42$ cants for
w.iale oil, and $5 35 j>er pound for
whalebone. The Whalemen's Shipping
List, in an exhaustive review of our

whale fisheries for 1392, says;
"Sperm whaling is still con'inel to

the North and South Atlantis Oceans,
no whaler having ventured arouad either
of the Capes to prosveate her voya3'o.
There will be about thirty four ves-els of
all classes cruising in tne Atlantic the
coming year, a number of which will
conlinue to look for right whales incon¬

sequence of the cont.nue 1 high price of
whalebone. Tne seasju in tbe Arctic
was a successful one, differing from
former seasons, whiles being found
about 300 miles eastward of Point Bar¬

row, where very few whales had been
taken since the year 1875. But eight
bow heads were takeu outside tho
Arctic."
The catch of whales by tbe combino)

fleet during 1893 was 214, against 212
in 1891. The losses of the- year averc

three vessels, the barque Helen Mir, of
San Francisco, wil h the larger part of
her crew; barqnea J. P. West and
Tamerlane, the latter losing nineteen of
her officers and men. Tue number of
vessels cugaged iu the business January
1, ls92, was ninety-five, with a ton¬

nage of 21,165, against ninety-two,
with a tonnage of 21.SI", January 1,
1893, ahile in I860 the llte-t consiatel
of 569 vessels, with a tonnage of 17ö,-
843. The estimated importation of

3perm oil into Atlantic ports in 189
placed at 10,000 to 11,000 barrels, and
of whale oil 2000 to 3000 barrels. No
estimate can be ruado of whalebone, so

much depending on the »access of the
northern fleet. Tne stock of sperm oil
on hand January 1, 1891, was 5*00

barrels, with 710 barrels whale oil and

342,100 pound.-, whalebone, against
7100 barrels sperm oil, 305 barrels
whale oil and 164,850 whalebone last
year..Boston Advertiser.

A Vileano in Oreri-n,
There exists in Oregon an extinct vol¬

cano which closely resembles the fire-

belching mountains of the Hawaiian

group. In place of lava its crater is oc¬

cupied by a body of water six miles in
diameter surroundoel by cliffs which
tower to the height of 2000 foot. The

lake, which is known as Crater Lake, is

the deepest fresh water on the earth. It
is 2000 feet deep and of a lovsly blue
like the Mediterranean. Near its center
a perfect little volcano rises to a height
of 300 feet. The origin of »hi» mountain
is similar to that of the volcanoes ot

Kilauea. The central part long ago
sank into the bowel» of the earth,
leaving the rim of the crater, and sub.

»equently the »mall cono refcrted to

popped up in the middle..Washington
Star.

A Peppered Sea.
In tho Mediterranean, and all round

the northern coast of Africa, there is at

times a fall of fine powder of the same

appearance as brick dust. Sailor« have
noticed this curious pheuo uonon when
many hundreds of miles from land.
Duriag the fall the sea looks u if had
been peppered, and the «ails and deck
of tho «hip will often be covered com¬

pletely to the extent of va+ ot two

inches..New York Dispatch.

Two great Corsican families, the mott

powerful in the ¡«laud, the Gavinia and
the Casabincas, havo just been recon¬

ciled after a political hostility of more,

than thirty years. During this entire'

period the poi>»ica of tbe isi*.uJ centered
about tbe bead» of these two houses.

ÜJN lllE ST. JUlLNS.
JOURNEYING BY BOIT ON

FLORIDA'S MOTEO ItlV.at.

Passcnjçers *ire Atwara on the Look¬
out for Alligators The Rlver'a

PtOtarteOJM Se-cnrry Why
Stiootlnji Is l-'orliielelcn.

THE one apparent purpose of all
who journey by boat in Florida
is to see alligators, and to Keep
account of the number they

have seen, as desperate Indians in yel¬
low-covered books tote up the sum of

the scalps they have lifted. At first the
St. Johns River is of the broa 1 type of

Floridian streams.a wide expanse of

tretted blue walled in tamely with banks

of low vegetation. There are only two

types, that and the tortuous narrow

sort, running like leafy lanei in cramped
ribbons, hedged close by trees. It is

when the St. Johns is compressed un i

squeezed until it wriggles like a landed
eel that the search for 'gators begins. I

had never seen a wild alligator at large
when 1 made the ' I, to tell the

truth, I had sen so many others like mc,
and such signs if a general slaughter of
the saurian-j, their babies, and eveu their

eggs, ttiat I fancied I might leave Florida
with the luck of one who goes to Dakota

to get a shot at a búllalo. But 1 was

wrong. Not all the alligators are killed

yet, though thit Lousuininitioa is uot

far off In the older paria of Florida.
When wc c.itnc to the narrow end of the
river we saw plenty of trie amphibian»,
and discovered also that they are appar¬
ently the oaly things
captain to raise his voie- and to be;ray
an inward cxciremeiit.

"Alligator on the left batik l¿ li
he shouted to all the passc-.i-rors. "Alli¬

gator.big one.on the left b.iak.close
ahead "

Sure enough, th-re was the bugs liz¬

ard-like animal upon t », be¬
tween the water and the trees, where tie

had becu baskiug until the approa
the boat aroused him. Already, with a

snakish motion, he was luivitig toward
the river, hi> bead »weeping in one di¬

rection, and his thick s'i-in,» titl in

the other. There was time to tea that
be was tea feet Ion:, an i to won r boa
the c. iptain detected a thing so a

the color of the cart'.i it rested upon,
when, with a graceful giant wrigg'.
beast slipped into the river, and shovel
us only a black snout and two ba npliko*
oyes rippling the surface of the stream.

There were sonic persons ¡among the

prn-en_*crs who all but r.ivj I with do

light over the bo.iuty oí tao scenery in

the narrow part of tiic river. Pretty it

is, but not extremely beautiful, so

extravagant express:.»us of those who
find extreme beauty where other
tameuess, or, at the utmost, mere pretti«
ncss, inspire comaassion for ill who live
where nature is ill-favorel or tcJious, as

on the plains, for iastaoc:. The St.

Johns was here a pretty winding stream,

curving amid moro or lesa dense

growths of oak, cyprès» and palm
»h moss hung its greenish-gray tails

upon many of the tree*, and aug.ner.ted
the strangeness of the tsenery* for

strange it woul 1 seem to any American
from beyond the few State! tint border
the (¡.ilf of Mexico. It got its prettiaes*
from the fresh new green taat nature

was lavishing apon the tree! a:i 1 tac un¬

dergrowth. Bo narrow was the stream

that the boat wu seen to push the water

ahead of it, and to suck a great billow

along behind it.a billow that rathe 1

upon the low banks and hurried the cows

ashore, the blizzard« to flight, and the
turtles miel alligator! oil their reUing-
pleess. The experience suggested steam-

boating on some crooke I narrow route

like Pearl 'trcetin New York; but some¬

times the loops in the stream were so

.hup that sten-ners making tho same

course appeared to !>f, and were going
in opposite directions. The turtles were

amusing. Sometimes half a donen would

drop from a projecting log to fall upon
their backs and scramble wildly into cor¬

rect positions. Lazy and beautiful cranes
were seen at times, and the boat passed
many buzzard roosts, where the great
ugly birds were seen stalking awk¬

wardly on the earth, or roosting like

turkeys on the tree linns. I
saw eleven alligators, many of them
very larg;. Oac favored mc with an

exhibition of his pedestriauistn by turn¬

ing into the wooels instead of the water.
It was worth seeing. He lifted his
head and six sevenths of his tail above
the ground upon ungainly legs that
stood out from his body almost like
a spider's limbs. Then he walked as if
he had not learned how. The custom¬

ary man with a gun, and with a general
and all embracing ambition to murder

foracth'tig, had come upon the boat to

kill an alligator. This he was for¬
bidden to do, and I think I a*n right in
laying that from no stea ab tat running
in Floi <i ¡«shooting now pcrnittel.
The captain explained why this wai

whon he «aid, "If pmcogcrs were

allowed to »hoot, they would ba apt to

klarm or anger the people ashore, and
|omc of the cracker« would bo sure 11
turn and «end a fusillade of buckshot
into the boat."

No man can write his signature twice
exactly alike, and it is declared by tome

experts that of two signatures preciasly
alike ono it certain to be a lorgery.

ïhe Origin cía Fam.ui Motto.

The following accouot of the origin of
s well known motto for a timepiece,
whether true or fnlsc, Is worth recorl-
inu'. S«):nc years sgo a new clock was

made to be placed in the Temple Hali;
when finished, the clookmaker was de¬
lirad to wait on the Benchers of Lie

Temple, who would think of a MUtsbla
motto to be put under the cloc ;. II.

applied several times, but without get-
ting the desired information, as they had

not determined on the inscription. Con-

tinning to importune then», lie at last
came when the old Benchers were met iu

the Ten pie Hall, and ha«i just sat down
to dinner.
Tue workman again reoueste 1 to be

informed of the motto; one of the

Benchers, who thought the application
ill-ti:ncd, and who was fondor of eating

j and drinking than inventiug original
mottoes, testily replied "Go.ibout yo'ir
business." The mechanic, taking this
for an answer to his question, went

bom« and inserted at the bottom of tho

clock "Go about your busiuess," and

placed it on the Temple Hall, to lbs

surprise of the Benchers, who,

upon considering the circumstance,

agreed that accident had produced a

better motto than they could think of,
and ever since the Temple clock has

continued to remind the lawyers and the

public to go about their business..

Million.
. ¦».»**¦ .

Ducks, Eiderdown, snd Cushions.

In a receut parlor talk by a young
wo nan who has spent considerable time

in the Scandinavian Peninsula tho

speaker gave some interesting bits of in«

formation about the eider duck, fro«

which tho eiderdown of commerce is

got. These ducks are, it seems, un 1er

j royal protection, and the down may not

be taken from the birds themselves. But

the merchants outwit the ducks, and,
incidentally, their royal protector, by
robbing th- e;ts. Tho mother, in fit«

ting no the habitation for her coming
family, hues it throughout with th«-

est down, which she piucks from her

own bre.it. And when «he ha» care¬

fully c)vered every bit of the cozy houe

the ruthless trader steals it away from

her. Then she is robbod indeed, for sha

ha-, plucked her breast bare.
Tne male bird here j.nes to the rescuo

and spares a picking from his saftest

plumeare. This, too, is torn away bj in«

satiate man, but tue malo duck, who

knows a thing or two, can never be
coaxed to duplicate the linitii» which he

ùa» once furnished. He. picxs up his

fanily aa«l migrate* 9 tutu.

It is theie thrice stolen paddings
which make up the eider down export.
and we cushion-loving women may pause
and rede:t as we loll against their soft-

uessof the patient and repeated disap¬
pointment which theu' procuring has

cost some other females.thou¿a oaly
ducks..New York Times,

A Chain of Missions Across Africi.

Right across Central Africa ru is now

a belt of light, a line of mission dations

from cast to west. Eighteen years ago,
after Livingstone had proved that Cen¬
tral Africa, instead of beiu]- a desert,
was a healthy and fertile country, that

part of the coutinent was divide 1 annng
the various missionary societies. Tho

Church of England Missi«)n took tho

country around Like Victoria Nynnzi,
the 1, mdon Missionary Saciety took Lake

Tanganyika and tho neighboring coun¬

try, the Baptist missionaries established
themselves on tho Congo, two Presbyte«
rian Missious went to Late »Nyassa, and
the Universities Mission took Zmz'bar
and the country islands as far as Nyassn,
no which they have a good-sized steam¬

er. The Church of England Mission had
one in Nyaoza, but it was lost. The
London Missionary Society has one on

Tanganyika, and the Baptists and the

Livingstone luían«! Mission.an Amer-
ican Society.have steamers on the
Congo. WV have thus a line of commu¬
nication across the confiner.':, with the

exception of a brea'i of about four Uun-
dred miles between the Baptist station at

Stanley Falls on the west, and the sta¬

tion at Msalala on the east. From Msal-
ala there is a road.not of course a

formed road but a way sccjro 1 by mis-

sionnry influence.to the oastcra coast,
.New York Wit ties.-.

A Puzzle Indeed.
Mathemitical puzzios art generally

very far from interesting, but there is

one which would puzzle old ..Algebra"
DiTics to explain. It is this: Open a

book at random and select a word with¬
in the first ton lines and less than tho

tenth word fro n the cu 1 of tho line.

Now double the number of the page sud

multiply the sum by five; thon add
twenty, then add tue number of the line
selected Then add five, then multiply
the sum by ten and add tho number of
the word in the line. When this an

been done, subtract 25), and tbo re«

maioder iu the unit colu un will indicate
the number of the word; in the ten

column the number of the line, and re¬

maining figures the number of the pago.
The result is mfalitble, but that is not

remarkable. The curious thin? about it

is, how is the result obtained!".New
York News.

An intcrestint' subjec. of disc is»iin In
traffic circlet is w.ietaer a bicyc.e can

be oou.ideted baggage.

raie

The coal miner is generally above hi
business after working hours. .PnilaJd

phia Hecord.
Poll ah is a good thin,' in society, e.\

cept when it's worn on the coat..Polla
lielphia Hecord.

Becau'c a man clings to the old
fashioned lamp-post is no sign that b

ain't approve of the electric light. -
Chicago Inter-Ocean.

Wife."Darling, I wish y.r.i went«
let me have forty dollars to-day." Hot
band."Why, you seem to think I nur

ried an heiress, .ny dear!".Quips.
Mrs. Tawker."1 found the lunchein

at Mr». Bookworm's an awful «tu aid
affair." Mrs. Oriuder (who wasn't in-

I vited)."I expect so, dear; you sec the,
were all brainy people.".Inter-Ocean.
He."Why do you invite that awful

.Mrs. Gabble, when you dislike her so'"
ßhe."Oh, she is the only person who
will listen when I tell ail the mar.

things the baby can do.".«Chicago la«
;ter Ocean.

"To think that my Ethel sha-mM have

spoken so impertinently to papa at »nn-

ner. She never hears mamma talk in
that way to him." Ethel ("stoutly, ..
"Well, but you « hoots i him and I
didn't.'".Tid-Bits.

"Mayer," said the principal, on the
twenty-ninth day of the month, to 0.19

of his clerks, "my memory is so treach¬
erous I forget everything. Jutt r

me on the first to give you notaC. 10

quit.".La Semana Cómica.

Chollie."Doctor, I have something
the mattah witu my bwain; con

you tell me what it is?" Dr. Gruí.
"That is a question for an analytic 1!

chemist, not a physician. Five dollars,
please. Good day, sir.".Vogue.

"There goes old Lightfiuger, that
used to steal ererythiag he could lay bit
bands on. Has he improve 1 auvi'
"Well, I should say he has. He's w nth
half a million now anel is a way up klep¬
tomaniac.".Chicago later-Ocean.

"I assure you I am innocent of t're
crime for which I am «eut here," sail
the new prisoner. "0 1, get out!" yells I

the Warden. "Thank you. I shall oj

delighted," replied the unfortunate as uo

started for the door..Detroit Tribuue.
Aunt Joan."Well, my boy, how aro

you?" Jack."Pretty well, thanks*«
not over bright." Aunt Joan."Y.-ir
hand. Jack. I like a rana »ho tells tue
truth. I've ofteu th ujht you're not
over bright, aud now I'm corroborated
by siieh a responsibl« witness I'm lure of
it.".Judy.
The kind-beaited lady, as is the

torn of kiud-.iearted Ladle*, bad just
asked Mr. Hungry Higgtnt it' he ba 1

trade. "Ves'ra," answered Hungry, '.[
have, but there don't seem to be no call
for it." "And what is it, pray*'1
"Sawin' wood." The kind-hearted lady
has not recovered yet from her astouu^-

ment..Indianapolis Journal.

¿imple Talk» About Astroi ;my.
Sir Robert Ball's lectures to ctuldren

on astronomy have been fouud extremely
interesting and instructive to many sr to

could not, strictly speakiug, be included
in a "juvenile attdionos/1 Sir Iio'oer'.

reccDtly told his hearers that it was pos¬
sible to weigh a star against the sun, an 1

one star in the tail of the great bwi 111

equal to forty of our sun-. The s.

the great bear were moviug, and b.-

tween one represer.tation of that coastel«
lation and another, which he sboar«
upon a screeu, an interval oi «56, ">

years would pass. Tne immense dis«
tance of the star* WSS illustrated by \

reference to the nearest star, Alpha Oea-
tauri. Light traveled at the rate of

180.000 aviles «. -«.'« «;il Scad was eight
minutes in reaching the earth froffl
sun, but the light from Alpha Cent«, in

was three years on its way to the earth.
As to the other stars, there wer.- some

that would not yet have received a te'e

graphic message, could one have been

sent, announcing the battle of Water«

loo, even bearing in mind the fact that

(the electric current travels at the rate of

.288,000 miles a second. Other atari

would not yet have received the news of

'the landing of William the Coutjueroria
1066, and some would not even have re*

ceived tho glad tidings of tho first Christ-
ma» in Bethlehem, 1S92 yeara ago. Sir

Robert Ball went ou to explain how sen.

¿itivo plates could sec. so t«> speak»
thousands of stars which uo telescope
could reveal, and gave some remarkable
instances of the power of the photogra¬
phic camera to sec what the eye cou.4

not discover.

Human Ant Eat-rs.

Although we arc uot aware that the
white ant (wnich, by the way, is not an

ant at all, having kinship with the May¬
fly) is habitually eatec by any people*
there are tribes of men who do eat true

'ants. The Brazilian forcstmen, fcr ex*

ample, imitate the ant-bear. Lying
down by sn snt hill, they poke s stick
into it, and place the free end in thf

mouth. The ants run up the stick, and
when his mouth «a full of them the for-

cstman sets to work to chew and swallow*
As for insects generally and the like,
many are eaten. The Australians and
other half starved desert wanderers greed¬
ily devour certain beetles and the grubs
out of rotten wood,.Yanks« Blade.

THE NEWS EPITOMIZED.
Faaferii «ami Middle States.

The City Trea-urer of Holyoke. Mass.,
»as foundth missing crtincttes of stock of
:h« Ho.yo¡e an t UY->.H«1 Kiilroad owned,
tiy the city and whieb have f>een lost for
learfy twenty years. They represent t2.!..,-
00. Tue <vrtin>.tes were found in the
layer'* office, wnich is used as a storehouse
or old paper*.
At Pro'-idence. the Republican Cooven-

lon in I'.lio le IsUn I renominated Ü. But«
ell Brown for Governor; tbe Demócrata
tominatel David S. Baker.
At the Hediugton iPenu.) provine ground

if the Bethlehem Iron Comoany there was
i teat, the suc~e-< <j: wbioh resulted in the
¦ccectonc; of SO ) toa» of armor for the bat
Je»hip Texas by tha representatives of the
ioveniment.

1 RiN. t>s r»Aiii.A.\i,of Haw»ii,t»iilo<lfrom
.e<r York lor England on the i-teamship
laj'Mtie with her party, among whom were
1er guardian, Theodore H. Davis, Miss
Jatv.sond Miss Waattoff.
Improvements ou the Nortli R ve.- front,

.Tew Yon. City, to cost |l(-.iW,**Sl«M, were

pprovad by the Dock BoarJ.
Carlyle If. Harris, the wife poisoner,

vos takr-n iront tne i'ombs, New York Catty,
o Sing üiQr Pr.son and was put in solitary
onflnement in the execution house. His
«earing throughout was serene.

South and West.
N an alley at St. Louis, Mo., known a*

-sgle »Vest, Seatt Jon?*, a whits raan.an«l
olored woman were s :ot ana instantly

ailed by I.ouisKe nnale, a wuite bartender,
'he troubi- originate«! over a game of car«!--.
V, orld's F/ir stock went begging on tbo

'hicago £x<.,iange.
Johx Terry and Benjamin McCoy, col-

.re<l, robber» and inurd .r-.rs, were han¿-ei

.t Hax.euurs*, Mi«-.
Ix the Ch.ayenne Country, Oklahoma,

vaole townships have been swept by prairi.
Ire?, and htinirîla of cattle have perished.
J. J. Ewers, a farm hand, heat out tbe

iraina or' Mr«, Christina On.hott in San
¡Vanci?«, Cal., an 1 then kill«1-! himself
She refuse 1 to marry him. J. C. Davit
skoJ Miss May Miil-r to marry him in

àaleni, Mo. S.ie re:u.v«i. Wnen he met
1er in thy stre.it he tired two shot» at her,
tilling btr. Then he killei uimself.
The United States FlfA Commission

hipped six carloaiia of silt water fish from
>lorthea«J, V. C, fo:- exhibition in the
»quanmu Bmliing at tte World'* Fair,
Thtcago, III.
Dobsin> & Daisy, Naahville, (Tenn.» cot¬

on uruiii-r.-. with DTI llttk
:i, renn., a;. -. flled a Olli

if as«i;ument. 11;.ir llabilitio* aro about
ITOO.OOJ,

; .Ya.ruii«-ton.
Theaswly aopolnt*! (lasJstant Secretary

if tue Navy.Mr. McAJoo, ot NewJeraev.
loatliiioil eh urge ot Uat office, relieving Mr..
|0M**|
The t.ii ilay-' statement issue 1 by the

try D.-parc nent gave tbe gol 1 in tbe
rrea>na gain ol «*4,0O>,-

«00 within ten iiay-.
The Booato confirmed Frank B. Burke, of

(ndiata, to be Altornoj oí the Fuiteti Sates
'ortoo aisu.ee oí ludíaos ütrad i'. Uuy-
on, to DO .larguai oi tin L'nite Stiates ior

die Ncrtnern oistnet of Mi>sl**upr>i, and
William H. Hawaiis, of Indiana, to oe Mar¬
inai of ta«.« L u:teJ Statua lor tna District of
In liana-

Secretary Carlisle lias re-lue ad th«
,'orce in tue 1'rsaonry U**ysrt neat oy fifteen
miployea.the 3erv.cea ot five in the A .-'.>.!-
.ect's ottos and ten in the Treasurers otH-»
sein-: aispeoosd with.
Tue National Association of Democratic

""lu s basto I Irosa tVoohiatSoa a notica
«ecortam u ling a simultaneous celebration
>n tue IfiM oi' April next of tno Lirth»»»- of
I ho lias Jetfe« sj...

Senator »Valtsau», Mississiopi, has
»een appo ute on.« «a» tne director» of tbo
Deaf ait i Du nb Institute lot- the DUtr M ot
Zo.u nDia in pises of S.-iiat».- Htwiey, Lon-

_ne».

T hk Navy De lartment ree?ivel informa¬
tion .ro.n üaliiai«)r.' that tue contractor*
preliminary trial- atsjaof toe cru ser Mo. t-

rpOMT/, now near.y co.n detel at hi
Jo.uuuii Iron »Vor-ts, were very satis,ac-
cory.

foreign.
The Italian steel cniser Etna sailed for

[low »'or., to ta»e par; in the naval parale.
rhe Coluuoas caravels Pmta and Nina

I ti..v in i. Cttb i. u 11er convoy ot th«
Sewark an t Beunin¿tou. Taey will proceed
to New York to tike part in the naval
parale.

\.».tor John D. Moroa.v. Unite 1 »tat»»«
representativa Ul the rierinj Sea aroitra«
tirón, recover«1 iron to», a-eident he-u«t
rritli recently on ti9 steamsnip New York
ana left London lor Paris.
QUEEN Victoria left Portsmouth on the

ro>a. yae*:u V eur.a and Albert tor Italy.
She will -p -n i the s .ring near Florence.
The Mayor of Moscow, Rilssis, was shot

¦a the aiJotnen witn a reviver oy aman

named A-lrieauotT. He uied shortly after
war.l. Africano!? wa*arrested.
Great jlarni was felt in Roma on aoount

of the work of uynatniters, eicht bombs be-
ing found or exp o loi during one day.
The arrival in Havana, Cuba, ot ths Co-

lumuus caravels aril made toe occasion of
great rajo dof,
The funeral of Jule» Ferry took place at

the Luxembourg in Paris, Frauci.
A body of Galicien peasant« crossing the

fr ntier at »Szrz:i»z,-a enc»-uutered t e Rua-
siau frontier guiris, wli i .irove them bacs,
to Austria, in the conflict some were «not
anJot era were drowned in tbe Vittula.
Tbe lluvitan Government has sutpeaded.

the coinage of »liver ruol» on private ue-

count, for tu« re is an that tbe silver ruble ta
now cheaper than paper.
A band of revo.utionUts enter« 1 th«

town of Allegretta, Brazil, which they
sac.cl. The resident« resisted the cavazes..
and in the right which followed forty per^
son« were killed. Then the revellers «baa*
doued the town.

ARBITRATORS MEET.

First Session In Paris of the Berin»
Sea Court.

Tbe Court ot Arbitration appointei to a 1-

just the difficulties between (treat Britain
and the United States ¿a relation to the seal
fisheries in Berin; Seaa met at Paru
in the ofBoa of ths Franca Foreign
Ministry. All the memoera ol the Caaes
were preaent. They are Justice John ht.
Harlan and Senator Joan f. Morgan, ap¬
pointed by tha President of the United
State«; Baron deCnircelles. appointai ba¬
the President ot France; Greger» IV. VI.
(iraní, appointei bv the Kine of Swe lea.
Marque« E.nilio Vitonti Yeuoata, ap-
ponied by the King of Italy; Lord Han¬
nen and Sir John S. D. Thompson, ap¬
pointed by the Queen of Engian 1. Ex-Sec¬
retary ot SUte John IV. Foster was presset
as agent on the part of the United States,
and Charlea H. 'fupper, Canadian Dornin-

ion Minister of Marine and Fnh'-ries, as
aeaaat on tbe part of Great Britain. Tbe
counsel presen¡ on the part of tbe Unite 1
State« were E. J. Phe.pa, of Vermont,
Jamas C. Carter of New York; Henry aV.
B.ougett, ot lllinoi*, and assistant counsel
lor toe Unite ( State«, Robert Leasing, ot
New York. The counsel tor Grsmt Britain
present were Sir Charlea Ruaaell, Attorney -

General, Sir Richard We ««er, ax- Attorney.
G -liera.; Q. C, Robinson, of tbe Canadian
Bar. ana W. H. Cross.
A. Uevelle, French Minuter of Foreigu

AtTir?, mane a snort «psecri welcoming ths
me nben ot th« Court, tne agents and ta«
counsel.
Tne meeting was purely formal. Creten-

tiais were presented,and tne Court organizad
by the election of Baron ale Couroei.es
as President. It was decided to
meet at I MO a. m. each day, an 1 to ait for
four hours and a haif daily, the meetings to
be opea to member* of toe press to wnoia

carda aoonld be issue i. The Court th *n ad-
joarraed until April 4, in order to «xanin»
the printed ar :u nenta of Uta United Sutes
and Great Britain, watch were presented.


